PAJARO NEGRO (The Black Bird]

1   CANNOT TELL FOR CERTAIN WHETHER IT WAS A

magpie or a crow that our boys picked up somewhere
among the bushes along the stream during those
first spring days. What I do know is that the bird
began by greatly resenting captivity, and showed it
by ferociously pecking at the hands of its captor.
With a playful allusion to the Fascist aeroplanes,
which were called " blackbirds" by our men, it
was known as " nuestro pajaro negro.53 The boys
were amused at the bird's still uncertain gait;
pretending to let it go, they would catch it again
with their caps when, too heavy for its young wings,
it endeavoured to escape with a flutter and a jump.
Within a few days, however, a quite different rela-
tionship was established between our pajaro negro
and the men of the fourth company. The little
bird's heart no longer beat so wildly and tumultu-
ously against their horny hands and the crafty,
beady eyes lost their expression of panic fear. In
the trenches the boys vied with each other in their
search for grasshoppers; noticing that their pajaro